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From probiem
to opportunity

By STEVE MacNALLL
The Daiky Couriar

laying aniversity basketball, Kelly
Cannings tried everything to Keep her
hair out of her eves.
Ponytails, regular headbands, ban-
danas; even sports tape rofled into a
sticky strip that did hold halr In place but created
ane heck of a tangled mess when palled off
“I knew there had to be a better way, so [ started
to work onone,” says Cannings, now 27
“The prototype headband I came up with was ac-
tually made with shelf liner paper that holds in
piace without being sticky. Then | came across
breathable neoprene, the fabric that wetsuits are
made of, and it made the perfect non-slip head:
band.”
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Cannings has a non-disclosure agreement with
the manifacturer, so she can't reveal how much
she's made 5o far,

However, she does savs she [5 paid a rovalty on
every Wispee sold,

The mantfacturer 15 U.5 -hased Pro Marx, a
company that makes many similar produects such
as serunchies, hair ribbons an bows and other
types of headbands

It alan makies sleeve Hes, tote bags, plllow shams
and tawes,

The products are sold on line al promary.com
and m sports stores all over the 1S,

While the products ean be bought retail af
stores, Pro Marx will also make items in team
gobiirs to supply high schools, colleges, sports
teams and cheerleading squads.

The Wispee retails for $4.99 te §7.99 and is cur-
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M Kelly Cannings’
hair used to drive her
crazy. Now her
Wispees are keeping
the hair out of
everyone else’'s eyes

Kelly Cannings of Kelowna invented the non-siip Wispee headband, which doesn't allow any Wisps of hair

io get loose.

vently only available at retail outlets in the U.5.
or on line by checking promars_ com

While Cannings did most of the product develop
ment @nd testing and patent search work herself,
she did hire Kelowna-based consultant Vincent
Eehoe to tee up the manufacturing agrosmeant,

“1 tirst approached Adidas and they furned us

down,” says Kehoe of Innovative Lieinsing &
Promotion.

“Then we found Pro Marx, which is & good fit be.
tause it already makes similar produicts and i is
nat Just a manufacturer, but a markefer and a dis
tributor that has a good relationghip With sparts
stoves all over the 1.8,




